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White Ash Primary School
Languages/MFL Policy – Updated February 2024


Curriculum Statement
The study of Languages and a large variety of cultures prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which a range of languages are used in addition to English. The new National Curriculum 2014 states that:

‘Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world’.

At White Ash we consider the term ‘Languages’ to include the use of any living language to communicate ideas and receive information. We feel the languages we should include in our curriculum, should be pupil and staff led according to situations, events, personal experiences and interests.  We focus on Spanish as our main modern foreign language with 3 themed days focusing on different areas of the language (basic greetings, numbers etc..) per year.  However, we immerse the children in many different languages and cultures through our creative curriculum and many celebration days over the course of the year.

Intent 
The overall aim for languages at White Ash is that pupils’ learning is enriched by languages and cultural experiences. We aim for languages to add to our spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. As part of our work within Languages we hope to inspire and engage all our children in;
‘appreciating cultural influences, participate in culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity’. 
(Citizenship Foundation, 2014).


Implementation 
The parts of the key learning within Languages that are suitable to our pupils’ individual needs will be taught via integration into other curriculum areas and through whole school events such as; ‘MFL – Spanish’ days. Key Stage 2 pupils will take part in these themed  days each term and experience and learn about the language and the cultural aspects of the country.   
Languages and cultural experiences will be cross-curricular in many subject areas for example, Geography, PSHE, RE and Drama. Languages will be delivered in a fun and engaging way allowing pupils to explore and experience learning a new language at their appropriate level and pace.
At White Ash we believe our pupils learn and achieve best when they are having fun. ICT and technology are used across school to motivate pupils and will be used in the delivery of Languages, allowing pupils to learn in an engaging way which is appropriate to their individual needs. We feel it is important to:
· Provide a rich and varied Languages curriculum allowing our pupils to hear and interact with sound patterns from a new language
· Use active learning to engage motivation
· Use games and songs to maximise enjoyment
· Use drama, props, food and dressing up to further pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Languages and cultures
· Plan themed days to capture parts of a Spain, giving pupils varied experiences


The subject leader will facilitate the use of Languages in the following ways:
· Updating the schools’ policy and scheme of work
· Discussing with staff and pupils what they may like to see included in our Languages curriculum
· Updating staff on new developments
· Collecting an overview of planning/work ensuring Languages is included
· Attend appropriate courses in order to update knowledge of current developments
· Ordering and updating schools’ resources

The class teacher will deliver the Languages curriculum by:
· Provide varied experiences linking to countries and cultures, allowing pupils to learn in a fun and motivating environment
· Understand how to provide stimulating experiences and meet learning objectives 
· Communicate with the Languages subject leader with any ideas or preferences to improve teaching and learning
· To monitor evidence on EFL
· To inform parents of pupils’ progress, achievements and attainment
· To plan effectively for Languages teaching or themed days each term
· To identify inset needs in Languages and take advantage of training opportunities.


Impact

At White Ash we feel very strongly that our pupils benefit immensely from ‘Learning Outside the Classroom’ opportunities. As with all other subjects, Languages will be linked with Learning Outside the Classroom. The focus of Educational visits may sometimes be linked to Languages, these can be creatively incorporated into many of our Learning Outside the Classroom opportunities for example, Chinese New Year- visiting China Town, visiting restaurants and even RE visits to Mosques or Churches.

Language links will be included in teachers planning. These will be collated by the subject leader and monitored. Evidence of pupil’s work and progress in Languages will be presented in photographical and written methods. Reference will be made to Languages in the school newsletter, reporting on our themed day for each term.

All pupils will have access to Languages at White Ash. Gifted and talented pupils may require additional teaching in some cases and this will also be provided with the potential for mainstream inclusion links where appropriate. Pupils who are able to speak additional languages at home will be fully engaged and encouraged to share their skills.
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